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s6 RIGHTS OF MAN. ? ART n 

of any thing elfe, I leave out of the queftion ; but certain it 
is, that what is called monarchy, always appears to me a i\[\ v 
contemptible thing. I compare it to fomething kept behind R 
curtain, about which there is a great deal of buftle and f u f s 
and a wonderful air of feeming folemnity; but when, by any 
accident, the curtain happens to be open, and the company fa 
what it is, they bnrft into laughter. 

In the representative fyftem of government, nothing 0 f 
this can happen. Like the nation itfelf, it pofiefles a perpetual 
ftamina, as well. of body as of mind, and prefents itfelf on the 
open theatre of the world in a fair and manly manner. What- 
ever are its excellences or its defefts, they are vifible to all 
It exifts not by fraud and myftery ; it deals not in cant and 
ibphiftry ; but infpires a language, that, palling from heart to 
heart, is felt and under Rood. 

We muft lhut our eyes againll reafon, we mult baiely degrade 
our upderftanding, not to fee the folly of what is called 
monarchy. Nature is orderly in all her works; but this is a 
nyode of government that counteracts nature. It turns the 
progrefs of the human faculties upfide down. It fubjefts age 
to be governed by children, and wifdom by folly. 

O11 the contrary, the reprelentative lyftem is always parahei 
with the order and immutable laws of nature, and "meets the 
reafon of man in every part. For example : 

In the American federal government, more power is delegated 
to the Prefident of the United States, than to any other in- 
dividual member of congrefs. He cannot, therefore, be elefted 
to this office under the age of thirty-five years. By this time 
the judgment of man becomes matured, and he lias lived lon<r 
enough to be acquainted with men and things, and the country 
with him. — But on the monarchical plan, (exclulive of the 
numerous chances there are againll every man born into tire 
world, of drawing a prize in the lottery of human faculties),, 
.he next in fuccelfion, whatever he may be, is put at the head 
of a nation, and of a government, at the age of eighteen years. 
Does this appear like an aft of wifdom ? Is it confident with 
the proper dignity and the manly charafter of a nation ? 
\\ here is the propriety of calling fuch a lad the father of the 
people ? — In all other cafes, a perfon is a minor until the age* 

twenty one years. Before this period, he is not trulled with 
the management of an acre of land, or with the heritable 
property of a flock of fheep,- or an herd of fwine ; but, 
wonderful to tell ! he may, at the age of eighteen years, be 
trulled with a nation. 

That monarchy is all a bubble, a 1 mere court artifice to 
procure money, is evident, (at lead to me), in every charafter 
in which it can be viewed It would be impoflible, on the 
rational fyftem of reprefentative government, to make out a 
bill of expences to fuch an enormous amount as this deception 
admits. Government is not of itfelf a very chargeable in- 

ftitution. 
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ftitution. The whole expence of the federal government of 
America, founded, as I have already faid, on the fyftem of 
reprefentation, and extending over a country nearly ten timos 
as large as England, is but fix hundred thoufand dollars, or 
one hundred and thirty-five thoufand pounds fterling. 

I 'prefume, that no man in his fober fenfes, will compare 
the charafter of any of the kings of Europe with that of 
General Wafliington. Vet, in France, and alfo in England, 
the expence of the civil lift only, for the fupport of one man, 
is eight times greater than the whole expence of the federal 
government in America. To afiign a reafon for this, appears x 
almoll impoflible. The generality of people in America, 
efpecially the poor, are more able to pay taxes, than the 
Generality of people either in France or England. 

° But the cafe is, that the reprefentative fyftem diffufes fuch a 
body of knowledge throughout a nation, on the fubjeft of 
government, as to explode ignorance and preclude impofition. 

The craft of courts cannot be afted on that ground. There is 
no place for myftery ; no where for it to begin. Thofe who 
are not in the reprefentation, know as much of the nature of 
l ^ bufinefs as thofe who are. An affectation of myfterious import- 
ance would there be fcouted. Nations can have no fecrets ; and 
the fecrets of courts, like thofe of individuals, are always their 
defefts. 

In the reprefentative lyftem, the reafon for every thing muft 
publicly appear. Every mam is a proprietor in government, 

} and confiders it a neceflary part of his bufinefs to underftand. 

It concerns his intereft, becaufe it alfefts his property. He 
examines the coft, and compares it with the advantages ; and 
above all, he does not adopt the fla villi cuftom of following 
what in other governments are called leaders. 

It can only be by blinding the underftand ing of man, and 
making him believe that government is fome wonderful myfte- 
I rious thing, that excellive revenues are obtained. Monarchy 
j is well calculated to enfure this end- It is the popery of 
government ; a thing kept up to amufe the ignorant, and quiet 
them into taxes. 

The government of a free country, properly fpeaking, is no 
in the perfons, but in the laws. The enafting of thofe requires 
1 no great expence ; and when they are adminiftered, the whole 
of civil government is performed — the reft is all court con- 
trivance. 
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Of CONSTITUTIONS. 

T HAT men mean diftinft and feparate things when they 
fpeak of conftitutions and of governments, is evident ; 
vhy, are thofe terms diftinftly and leparately ufed ? A 
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